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1 SAM. iv. C13. 


- His Heart trembled for the Ark 
of God. ----- 


* 18 ſo natural for Men to claim the 
Divine Favour, in ſpight of their Im- 
pieties; and when they diſgrace the 
Sanctuary, to rely upon the Outward 

kdrantages and Immunities of it; that *tis no won- 

ger if we have an eminent Inſtance of this Preſump- 
ion in the Hiſtory before us: And 'tis to be fear'd 

he Caſe is too much our own, to be confident of 

God's Defence when we renounce him in our Lives, 

and to boaſt of the Purity of our Religion when we 

ſhelter our Vices under it. The State of the J7ewiſb 

Church was at this time exceedingly corrupted : 

{ the High-Prieſt had the Spirit of Devotion, but 

of Government; and his Sons (that acted under 

tim without controul ) were Monſters of Wicked- 

els, and caus'd mer to abhor the Offerings of the Lord 1 Sam, 2. 17. 

rom them the Contagion ran through the Sacred 

Inde; and the People were no better than the 

nets, though (as it commonly happens) full of 

Complaints againſt them: Lewdneſs, and Intem- 

xrance, and Oppreſlion, and Inſolence were not 

xltrain'd even by the Sight of the Glory that 00-48 36 

fd the Tabernacle ; they that came neareſt to Gd » 


ud the leaſt reverence for him; and the Sacrifices 
them 
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L 
| themſelves wanted a new Expiation. In ch 
| — Ver. 1. wretched condition Iſrael went out againſt the H he 
liſines to battel; and being diſarm'd of Gods ed 
| tection fell before them: according to the uh ſal, 
| method of the Divine Juſtice to give up a bad aprive 
| ſliding People to the Will of their Enemies. U ae 
| this Calamity what Counſel do the 1/raelite; a 10 ba 
| upon ? Is there a Solemn Day of Huthiliatin lieb 
pointed by them? Do they reſort to the Taberna do 
| of the Lord with Tears and Supplications ? Do the keoplc 
| bewail their own Iniquities, and thoſe of their Fo pee 
| Fathers, Do they repent of thoſe Enormities whid long a 
provok d God to abandon them to their uncireumi hile 
| ciſed Enemies? And do they enter into new Reſ 42 
lutions to ferve him with a perfect Heart? Nothin * 
of all this that was fitting to be done is to be me Niere 
with here; but inſtead thereof they demand wit 2 
ver. 3. ind er Wherefore hath the Lord ſmitten 1. 
Joſh, 7. 13. day before the Philiſtines? as if there was no accu * 
| thing among them, no cauſe for their God to hg bis K 
| againſt them: and that they might not fail of hl ner 
invincible help, they think of a new Stratagem muc 4 
eaſter than Repentance; though this had been the rt 
only Refuge, and the certain way of engaging Ge 8 
cenie ſide. The 474 of the Covenant had of 
ö iently been employ'd in makin | 
Toh. 6. 4, Cc. the Walls of Jericho! could not ry wr * J 
therefore this muſt be brought into their Camp t 
make the Victory ſure. Accordingly it comes, I >. 
tended with univerſal Acclamations ; and the Phi be 
liſtines themſelves ere terrify'd at the approach ole 
yer. 8. it; Wo unto us, who ſhall deliver us out of the hu o 
| 


| of #hefe mighty Gods? But (to fee the ill Succel 
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f impenitent Folly) the Iſraelites are cut down with 
much greater Deſtruction than before; and the Art 
(elf, that ſhould have defended them, was taken 
ative. Tis poſſible, the Ark (though ſometimes 
tending upon the Wars)could not lawfully be carried 
no battle without a ſpecial Commiſſion from God, 
hich was wanting here: but we need not ſeek further 
xr the cauſe of this fatal Accident, than the Sins of the 
kople unrepented of; and it was madneſs in them 
preſume that God would be their Champion, as 
bog as they retain'd their V ices in defiance to him. 
hile all this was tranſacting in the Field, Eli con- 
nues at Shiloh, diſquieted with miſgiving and 
gloomy Thoughts; ( as pious Men are generally 
quick-ſighted in foreſeeing Publick Judgments ) and 


he was trembliag with holy fear : and that which 
evinceth his Piety and Sincerity, (notwithſtanding 
his Remiſneſs in his Publick Station) is the Cha- 
after of him before us; Lo, Eli ſar upon a ſeat by 
the way- ſide matching; namely, out of impatience to 
bear the Event, and uneaſie, till the heavy Tidings 
ame which put a period to his Life : but his prin- 
cipal ſolicitude was for God's Honour and Religion; 
For his Heart trembled for the Ark of God. 


II. We know what mighty Veneration was paid 
to the 4rk, by God's expreſs Inſtitution ; and that he 
rave it to his People to diſtinguiſh them from the 
(dolatrous World, both by a token of his extraor- 


( toge- 


I 
2 


Sam. 14. 18. 
Sam. 11. 11. 


when the Army was ſhouting with vain confidence, — ler. 5. 


dinary Tuition, and by reſerving them to himſelf as „ _ 

: nd þ *. 19. 4. 
«peculiar treaſure. Tis therefore a ſtrange Opinion * Spencer P- 
«vanc'd by * ſome very learned Men, that the Ark 75: Hevr. . 


EP. 
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Exod. 25. 9. 


1 King. 8. 53. 
Levit. 20. 26, 


F.xod, 12. 12. 


Ezek. 20. 7. 


Levic. 18. 3. ſelves with the Idols, of Egypt, nor to walk in the ord. 


* 14. ibid, c.8, 
ſeR, 2, 3. 


the Ark was contriv'd in imitation of Joſeph's Coffin, | 

to which divine Honours were given by the Eeyp- 

tians : but ſince there is no likelyhood of their Wi cally 

having acceſs to his Bones, (that were only laid ud 

aſide to be tranſlated into the Holy Land) and he Wi ver 
| Was 


(together with the Cherubims of Glory over it) spe 
no better originally than of Pag Extraction; „ Po 
that in accommodation to the Heathen Super (ici bat ü 
they were introduc'd into the Fewiſþ Religion. 4. 
truly if this were not of Divine Appointment, jy 
only a Politick Invention of Moſes, to comply wit 
the Manners of the Jews, or to form them after fl 
faſhion of their Neighbours, the Conjecture migh 
perhaps be plauſible : but how to reconcile it wit 
the Divinity of his Law, and with God's {hewing 
him the very Pattern of the Ark, I am utterly at! 
loſs. For that God ſhould ſeparate a People fro 
the reſt of the World, and place their Holineſs in thi 
Separation, and yet frame their Worſhip after the 
Heathen Models; that he ſhould deliver them from 
the Perſecutions of Egypt, and inſpire them with an 
averſion to it, and execute judgment againſt al! the 20d 
of it, and yet ſettle the Egyptian Rites among them, 
that he ſhould make ſo many fences againſt Idolatry, 
and particularly command them ot to aefile them- 


nances of it, and yet borrow his moſt ſolemn Cere- 
monies from thoſe Idolaters ; and that he ſhould 
enact ſuch religious Cuſtoms as the Devil himſelf 
was the Author of; theſe to me are ſuch groſs In 
congruities, as ſeem impoſſible to conſiſt with the 
Wiſdom of God, and with the Authority of the 
Holy Scriptures. Tis further ſuggeſted, * That 
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1725 ſoeaſily forgotten by them, as that they oppreſs d 


bat ſhado w of probability is there, either that theſe 
telicks were ador'd by them, or that the Cheſt in 


t, b bich they were preſerv'd occaſion'd the framing 
win r the Ark ? *Tis in vain for Humane Curioſity to 
er teach into the particular Reaſons of God's ordaining 
mighWMerery Myſtical Ceremony; and till we ſhall be ad- 


mitted into the Holy of Holies above, we ſhall not 


things, But I am perſuaded, the Ark was a Type 
of the Incarnation of the Son of God; and accor- 
dingly the Evangeliit ſaith of him, s ty nuav, John 1, 14. 
þe dwelt among us, as in the Fewiſh Tabernacle ; and 


the Mercies of God are conveyed to us through 
Chriſt Jeſus 3 in whoſe Name we are encourag'd to 
pray to the Father, as the Prayers of the Ancient 
Church were directed towards the Ark. For this 
[ ſhall obſerve by the way, That all the 0/4 Teſta- 
ora: ment, all the Subſtance of Moſes and the Prophets, 
ere · ¶ doth in ſome meaſure relate to ChriF, and is accom- 
10u1d pid in him: though we do not always diſcern 
mſelfß kheſe Myſteries in it, becauſe in the reading of it there 2 Cor. 3. 14. 
remains unto-this day, even in the Chriſtian Church, 
1 the Wa kind of vi unt alen away. And I cannot but think 
the de Book of God (after all the Commentaries that 
That I have loaded it for above Sixteen Hundred Years ) 
n, t be an heavenly Mine, comprehending many 
% Treaſures which are yet undiſclos'd to us; eſpe- 
heir I clally as to the Spiritual ſence of the Old Teſtament, 
laid ud the application of it to our Saviour: God 
be riferving (as I preſume) 15 full Interpretation 


of 


— 


is Poſterity under 4 King which knew not Joſeph ; Exod. 1. 38. 


perfectly underſtand even the Figures of heavenly Hebt. 9. 23,24 


the Mercy- Seat upon it was an intimation that all Exod. 25. 21. 
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3 4 = | 
of his own Text for the Illuminations of a bright; ⁊ẽ⁊ 
World. | Camf 
| Dagoh 
III. To return then to the Ark, and to EA 
paſſionate concern for it, let us conſider the Groung A 
and Reaſonableneſs of it, upon Two Accounts: 
(1.) With reference to the Dignity of the 414, by Pr: 
and, ( 2.) With regard to the Danger of it. u 
the Firſt place, let us obſerve the Dignity of the 47k; Forl 
And this will appear to us in Two reſpects ; 1ſt, As led 
it was the Symbol of God's Preſence ; and, 249), 4s Mfes 
it was the Center of the True Religion: And then 
Reſult of theſe different Views is this, That « M. ne. 
tion cannot be happy, nor ſafe, without enjoying God's trt, 
Protection, and maintaining: his Religion. The Ac God | 
knowledgment of this Truth is what brings us toge- i gr 
ther upon this Solemnity: and we are wretchedly e 
inſenſible of our languiſhing Eſtate, and of the jult 8 G0 
Anger of Heaven againſt us, and of the Devalta-WW". t 
tions which threaten other Reformed Churches, if we t) 
ſee not abundant Reaſon to tremble for the Ark of Cd 
The Prophet mentions a Wine cup of God's fury, and . © 
Jer. 25. 15,17. ſaith, he took it from the Lord's hand, and made al bimſc 
the nations to drink it; and this is the Explication Lord, 
— Ver. 29. of the frightful Viſion, I will call for 4 ſword upon ed 


all the inhabitants of the earth. And ſuch a Cup ſands 
ſeems to be now preparing for the World, if it 
be not prevented by early and univerſal Repen- 
tance : Which if we of this Nation refuſe, and 1 0 
permit our Sins to weaken our Strength, we Cat 
not but fear the Sword will have a new Com . 
miſſion againſt us; and then being forſaken by ne 


God, though we could bring his 47, into out 
Camp, 
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amp, we ſhould fall a Prey to the Philiſtines and 
Deos would inſult over us. 


IV. I begin with the Fir/? Excellency of the Ark, 

x it was the Symbol of God's Preſence, and to which 

by Promiſe he did, as it were, contract his Immen- 

fry ; and from whence he manifeſted himſclf to his 
Worſhippers, and utter'd his Oracles when con- 

fulted : There I will meet with thee, ( faith God to Exod. 25: 22. 
Moſes) and I will commune with thee of all things; 

nd this was God's ordinary cuſtom in cee 
Generations, Hereupon, from God's dwelling in the 

fk, tis conceiv'd, it went under the appellation of 

God himſelf: and though * ſome are juſtly afraid if. 
ck granting fo much, ( eſpecially as to the incom-** © © 
nugicable Name of Jehovah) yet being repreſented 

$ God's Chariot, or that which his Glory food upon, ne. 2b, 
i carried at leaſt the awful Marks of a preſent Di- © © © 
rinity. Who is able to ſtand before this holy Lord God? * Sam. 6. 20. 
was the Cry, after a vaſt ſlaughter for looking into 

t: and when it ſet forward, Moſes ſaid, (addreſſing Num. 10. 35, 
timſelf to the Majeſty that reſided therein) Riſe ap, 

Lord, and let thine enemies be ſcattered : And whenis 36. 
led, he ſaid, Return, O Lord, unto the many thou- 

ſands of Tſrael, Wherefore this could not but render 

the Ark exceedingly Venerable, that it was a viſible 
Teltimonial of God's ſpecial Preſence ; who being 

mn Omnipreſent Spirit, that cannot imply the fixing 

df him to a place, but only a Preſence of Power, 

and Grace, and Benedictions; and poſſibly too, his 

being attended with a train of Angels. This then is 

de conſequent thereof, That God bleſſeth and defends 

« Feople with whom he dwels : And ſuppoſing the 

B 2 World 
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n. 


World to be govern'd by his Providence, we muſt 
acknowledge the neceſſity of his Protection to (ic. 

Pſal. 144. 15. ceed in any Enterprize: and Happy 7s that people 
that is in ſuch acaſe ; yea, bappy is that people why(; 

God is the Lord, To this purpoſe I ſhall bricfy 

argue upon Two Heads; ( 1.) That we may be ſecure 

in God; and, ( 2.) That we can be ſo in nothing 

elſe. 1/7. That we may be ſecure in God, may ap- 

pear upon Three undeniable Grounds ; That ng 

Counſel can proſper in oppoſition to his Wiſdom; 

Tlat no Reſiſtance can be made to his Infinite 

Power ; and, That nothing can happen to us without 

his Determination. 1ſt. The Wiſdom of God, ſetting 

before him in one view all the Labyrinths and 

ſecret Motions of Nature, cannot fail of diſcern- 

ing the proper Means and Inſtruments to compaſs 

what he intends : and whatever Projects and Con. 

trivances and Preparations are contrary to his Plea- 

ſure, he can baffle, and blow them up in a moment, 

though laid and concerted with the deepeſt Policy: 

Iſai. 44. 25 Fe fruſtrateth the tokens of the lars, and maketh 
| diviners mad ; he turneth wiſe men backward, and 
maketh their knowledge fooliſh. If God promotes a 

Cauſe, he can inſinuate by imperceptible Suggeltions 

what is fitteſt to be done: And on the other hand, 

he can infatuate the Counſels of Princes, and diſtract 

Judg. 9 23- their Reſolutions, and ſend an Evil Spirit into their 
Cabinets : and conſequently he can either bring their 
Machinations to effect, or overturn them; cither 

keep up the frame of a Nation, or diſſolve it; be- 

cauſe he bath the Hearts of Xings, and the Thoughts 

of Councellors, and the Spirits of Soldiers, and the 

Devices of all Mankind > entirely in ſubjeXtion o 


7 
3 0 - 
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im Again, 2dly, The Power of God is irreſiſtible o 

1nd there is no contending with him, nor defeatin 

y of his Purpoſes : he created the Armies oF 

Heaven and Earth, and commands them at his 

Will; When (ſaith he) I call unto them, they ſtand iſai. 48. 13. 
yp together ; namely, to teſtifie the readineſs of 

moving at God's Direction. Wherefore, ſince all 

the Creatures muſt bend to an Omnipotent God, 

ind this is his Declaration, My counſel ſhall ſtand, Chap. 45. 10. 
and I will do all my pleaſure ; we may conclude, that 

He only can be an impregnable Bulwark to us. 

dy, Providence orders and over-rules all Humane 

Afairs and Contingencies, and the turning of the 

balance is always from it: and this further evinceth 

the neceſſity of ſheltring our ſelves under God's de- 

knce ; becauſe otherwiſe he will be againſt us, as 

never ſitting unconcern'd in theſe lower Commotions. 

To give but one Inſtance of this noble Truth, let us 

obſerve that wonderful Prophecy concerning Cyrus, 

log before his birth; Thus ſaith the Lord to his anoin- chap. 45. 1. 
ted, to Cyrus, whoſe right hand I have holden, to ſubdue 
uiions before him: For Jacob my ſervant”s ſake I have 
wen called thee by thy name, though thou haſt not known 
m: And let us but look into the Hiſtory of that 
luſtrious Prince, and take notice how many Dan- 
gers he eſcap'd, and how difficult the ſteps were 
to his Greatneſs, and by what a contexture of ſur- 
piling Events he came to be the Conqueror of 
Babylon, and to erect a new Monarchy, and thereby 
to become the Deliverer of the Jews; and we ſhall 
have a clear conviction of God's Determining Pro- 
wdence in what appears moſt Caſual to us. 


4. 


V, From 


10 


— 
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ſer, 17+ 8. 


Job 26. 11. 


Gen. 8. 9. 


Iſa. 2. 22. 


. anger /eadeth counſellers away ſpoiled, and maketh the 


v. From thele Conſiderations it may be (zen ho 
diſmal a Calamity it is to loſe the Protection of Gyg + 
and how ſafe à Nation is under this Refuge, and this 
alone. For, 2aly, Let us compare it with the Im. 
becillity and Deceitfulneſs of all Humane Supports; 
none of which can bear the weight of our Con. 
fidence, or juſtifie our reliance upon them ; and much 
leſs excluſively to God. Truſting in man, and mating 
fleſb our arm, is branded with a Curſe by the Divine 
Spirit: And when the pillars of heaven it ſelf tremble 
at God's reproof, which of the Creatures can we lean 
upon with aſſurance ? which of them can be an un. 
ſhaken Prop to any one of us? Innumerable are the 
Confuſions and Toſſings of the World: and where 
there is a perpetual ſcene of viciſſitudes, what can be 
truſted in? and what reſt can be had out of the 
Ark for the foot to ſtand upon, when the water; 
are moving on the face of the whole Earth? What 
therefore 1s there in Men, or Angels, that can firm- 
ly be depended upon? may not they, whoſe breath 
# in their noſtrils, flip from under me, while Iam 
reſting upon them? may not their reſolutions, ot 
themſelves be changd? may not their promiſes va- 
niſh, and they too? and may not my very Gur 
dian Spirit be abſent from me, when I am perilh- 
ing for want of his help? Again, as to National 
latety, where can that be plac'd but in ſome over- 
ruling Cauſe ? not in Military Preparations, for theſe 
may be broken: not in Leagues and Alliances, for 
theſe may prove inconſtant, and falſe ; not in the 
Wiſdom of State/-men, for they may be divided, 
and their Counſel turn d inro Foolſbneſs ; and God in 


Judges 


— 
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fiche Fools : Not in the Authority of Princes, for 
they may have the Reins of Government, and the 
word of Juſtice wreſted out of their hands; and 
God (for the puniſhment of a People) poureth con- 
unt upon Princes, and weakneth the ſtrength of the 
Hghty, Wherefore this is the ſolid Foundation, 
won which Publick Security is to ſtand; Truly in 
pin is Salvation hoped for from the Mountains, or 


tom any created eminence; truly in the Lord our Jer. 3. 23. 


Gut is the Salvation of Iſrael. 


VI. Having thus conſider d the Ark, as it was 
the Authentick Token of God's Preſence; let us re- 
aud it in the 2d place, as it was the Center of the 
rve Religion : for thither the Sacrifices were com- 


nanded, and the Prayers of the Congregation went 


valtantly along with them; and to Worſhip be- 
ſore it was in the Sacred Style to appear before the 
ld. This all the Males of 1/rael were oblig'd to 
(0 upon the Three great Solemnities: And becauſe 
ch a confluence to the Ark left their Borders Na- 
ted, and expos'd them to Invaſions; God (who 
mrerns the Wills, and reſtrains the malice of Men) 
relerv'd them by Anniverſary Miracles; according 


b this Promiſe, Neither ſball any Man deſire thy Exod. 34, 26. 


Lind, when thou ſhalt go up to appear before the Lord 
th God thrice in the year. That then which reſults 
rom hence to our Obſervation is this, That the Glory, 
as Defence of 4 People confifts in having God's Mor- 
hip, and Truth eftabliſh'd, and encourag d among them: 
and accordingly the P/ahmiſt repreſents the taking 


the Ark in theſe terms, God delivered the ſtrength val. 73. 61. 


if Iſrael into Captivity, and his Glory into the e 
| hand. 
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2 San. 23. 3. 


obligeth to; and Conſcience guided by it will incline 


. 
hand. For the plainer view of that Aſſertion, we 
may briefly conlider Three Things. 1/, That Re. 
ligion is the greateſt improvement of humane N.. 
ture, and doth more diſtinguiſh it than all the Eg. 
dowments of Reaſon: and that which raiſeth the 
Dignity of a Man, and gives him the molt Honour. 
able Character, mult in proportion increaſe the luſtre 
of a Community, Learning, and Sciences, and Con. 
queſt, and Civility are very glorious to any N. 
tion; but Piety and Vertue are in God's eſteem more 
ſplendid Attainments : He tibi erunt artes, this i; 
the Praiſe and Renown that chiefly becomes a Chr; 
ſtian Kingdom. 24ly, Religion doth by a Naturd 
tendency promote the Temporal Peace and Profſpe. 
rity of a Nation: and this the Atheiſt himſelf is 
conſtrain'd to allow, and builds the very Scheme of 
his Principles upon this Suppoſition: For by making 
Religion a Politick Contrivance to link Men toge- 
ther in the Bonds of Obedience, and Society, be 
cannot but own by conſequence, that it mightily 
tends to the tranquillity, and union, and felicity of a 
People. And truly what can be happier for them, 
than for Princes and Magiſtrates to Rule in the fear 
of God, and to imitate him in clemency and gentle- Me. 
neſs, and equity; for Subjects to be quiet, and eig 
humble, and loving, and innocent towards one aſi 
nother ; and for all Orders and Ranks of Men to be bl. 
active in diſcharging the Duties of their ſeveral Sta- E af 
tions? And this is what Chriſtianity teacheth, and * 
every Man in his proper Sphere to live accordingly, “ 
and to advance the Common Good. Tis the pro- * 


perty of Vice to eat into the bowels: of a Kingdom, Wl 4 
| and WY have 


— 
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, . d to draw after it a long train of Miſeries and Ca- 

N inties; but Religion 14 Tree of Life to them that Pror. 3. 13, 
* En. ly hold upon her; and a particular benefit of it is 


e beg of Nations. zal, Religion doth by a leren. 


ral efficacy make a People happy, in that it enga- 
eth God to favour and protect them; his Prefence 
poes along with the Art of his Teſtimony; and they 
that ſerve him faithfully, have an eſpecial Title to 
the Guardianſhip of his Almighty goodneſs. It was 


Nour. 
luſtre 
Con- 
Na. 
more 
= fy « Righteous Nation? and certainly the doing ſo 
ub got agreeable to the Maxims of his governing Pro- 
ofp: vidence ; but as he puniſheth Combinations of Men 
It i. io this World (where only they can be call'd to an 
Account) for their Publick Iniquities ; ſo he equally 
rewards them for their Exemplary Vertues. This 
therefore is an Aphoriſm not to be contradicted, 


roach to any people. 


VII. Suppoſing then, that pure and uncorrupted 
Religion is the greateſt Bleſſing of Mankind, as 
united into Publick Bodies ; (beſides that much 
veightier Conſideration of Eternal Life to every one 
that ſincerely embraceth it) what more naturally 
bllows from hence, than that good Men ought to 
be affe ed as Eli was, and to be mbſt warmly con- 


lad of the Jews, The care for their wives and chil- 

ven and brethren was in leaſt account with them; 

but the greateſt and principal fear was for the holy 

Temple, For this Paſſion (as it prevails in Men that 

ave a due ſenſe of Religion) -1 ſhall briefly ſubjoin 
C 


Four 


o unreaſonable Demand to God, Lord, wilt thou Gon. . 


That Righteouſneſs exalteth a nation, but fin is à prov. 14. 34. 


end for the Ark of God? And ſo tis elſewhere 2 Mac. 15. 18. 
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a 


| Pſal. 26, 8, 


15, 


Exod. 32. 32. 


offering himſelf (as I conceive) a Sacrifice to Gods 


Rom. 9. 3. 


2 Pet. 4. 17. 


Mat. 16. 26. 


dearer to them than any thing elſe: Lord (ſaith 3 


ay his People for murmuring ; becauſe otherwise 
Numb. 14. 15, 


Four Reaſons : 1/}. Becauſe the Honour of God i 


great King) I have loved the babitation of thy hay, 
and the place mhere thine honour dwelleth. And upon 
this bottom Moſes argues with God himſelf, not tg 


the nations which had heard the fame of him would (iy, 
That he was not able to bring them into the Land of 
Promiſe. Nay, upon the Sin of the Golden Calf he 
is ſo earneſt for Pardon to them, that he begs God 
to grant the Suit, or to blot him out of his bool; 


Vengeance, rather than his Glory {ſhould be di 
miniſh'd by caſting off a whole Nation, which he 
had redeem'd by ſo many Miracles. The ardent 
Wiſh of the Apoſtle to be accurſed from Chriſt, for 
the Salvation of his Brethren, is of the like con- 
ſtruction; and no Paſſion is ſtronger in devout Soul 
than a Zeal for God's Honour: and this according 
inſpires them with unaffefted Grief in all the 
Afflictions of the Church, when judgment begins « 
the houſe of God, and his Ark is going into Captivity 
A 24. Reaſon is, Becauſe nothing is more valuable 
to good Men than what they expect in a bettc 
World; and deſiring charitably for others what the 
juſtly prize for themſelves, they conſequently male 
Religion their leading Care. Let it be granted 
that there can be no competition between the Pl 
ſures of this Life, and thoſe of Eternity; and that 
no Man in his ſenſes can be content to loſe his im 
mortal Sou! for the gaining of the whole Worls : 
and tis an eaſie conſequence, that though a Natio- 


be ſurrounded with all that Luxury can delive, 1 
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health, and Beauty, and Chearfulneſs; yet 'tis in 
&:& a barren and diſconſolate Wilderneſs, it it 
hath not the Light of the Goſpel ſhining upon it. 
ah, Another reaſon of Concern for the Ark may 
te this, becauſe God's Protection is remov'd from a 
people together with his Preſexce : and hereupon, in 


wt of Feruſalem, to preſignifie the Deſtruction of it: 
4nd before * the laſt Conflagration of the Temple a * 
Voice was heard in it as from Heaven, Let us go 
keyce, Suitably whereunto we are told, there was 


and then they imagin'd it could not long hold out: 
ind this Superſtition was grounded upon a Natural 
Truth, That the Strength of Cities and Kingdoms 
les chiefly in the Divine Tuition. Accordingly we 
nay obſerve, that when the 1/rae/ztes were terrify'd 
it the News of the Anakims, and diſheartned from 
their Expedition, this was the Argument to quiet 


ente is departed from them, and the Lord is with as. 
Wherefore, if departs from a Land, nothing but 
Darkneſs and Deſolation can follow : and Religion 
b the only way of retaining him. For though 
be ſometimes permits impious Nations to grow 
powerful in the World, *tis not out of Kindneſs 
t them; but to make them Rods for the execu- 
ion of his Juſtice, or for other ſecret Ends that 
le folded up among the myſterious Counſels of 
lis all-wiſe and inſcrutable Providence. Laſtly, 
Religion is the greateſt Comforter in all Di- 
C 2 ſtreſſes, 


ſand like the Garden of the Lord, full of Plenty, and ii. 51. 3— 


the Prophetie Viſion, the Glory of the Lord departed Eck. 11. >). 


Foſeph, J. 6, 


Practice | among the Old Romans of employing f Y 1. 3 
Charms to call away the Gods of a City beſieg d; 


them ; Fear ye not the people of the land ; for their Numb. 14. 9. 


1 
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Plal, 0 8. Gs 


x Sam. 4.22, to be deprecated, The Glory is departed from Hfrael 


| {treſles, and creates an \inward Serenity in all the 
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tempeſtuous Diſturbances of Life : In the multitude 
of my thoughts within me ({aith the penſive Pſalmiſ 
to God) thy comforts delight my ſoul : And therefore 
if effis Conſolation be remov'd from an aMiQeg 
People, whither can they go for Refreſhment ? ang 
where can they have any Refuge when the Altars 
themſelves are thrown down ? If God's Temple be 
open to us in the day of Adverfity, we can run in 
thither with our Tears and Petitions, and caſt our 
Addreſſes at his feet, and comfort our ſelves at leaſt 
with the ſight of his Mercy Seat: but if his Sanctuary 
ſhould be ſhut up, and the | Beauty of Holineſs 
cover'd with a Cloud, and we could have no acce{ 
to God with our Sacrifices and Prayers; what miti. 
gation could be had to our Sorrows ? and what te- 
medy for Men abandon'd in ſuch a hopeleſs eſtate? 
Wherefore, of all Judgments, this is moſt earneſtly 


for the Ark of God is taken. 


VIII. This brings me to a 24. Proſpect of the 
Ark, namely, as it may be in danger by the Sins of 
thoſe who are in poſſeſſion of it: and fo it actually 
went into captivity, when the heart of good Eli was 
trembling for it. Accordingly this is a proper Enquiry 
for us upon this ſearching Day, How tar we may 
apprehend the loſing of God's Art? and upon what 
Provocations he ſometimes removes it from a ſinful 
People? Of this unſpeakable Calamity I ſhall brietly 
aſſign Five Cauſes .; National Impenitence, Contempt 
of Divine Truth, Profaning of Gods Worſhip, Uuchu- 
ritable Diviſions, and Abaſe of the Means of S 7 105 

1. i 


Was 
uiry 
may 


nful 


TI 


[his 


vs Ark, is ſometimes inflicted for Vational Impeni- 
zz, when God hath long waited in vain for Re- 


tl ————..—————— -” 1 


Lower Houſe of Convocartion. 
if, This Judgment of God's removing himſelf, and 


pentance of Public Sins. For theſe (by what Rules 
over computed) unleſs they be expiated by a pro- 
jonable Contrition, are generally puniſh'd in 
his World; though Perſonal Sins are reſerv'd to 
other: and 'tis worthy of our Reflection, that ſome- 
imes they are devolv d from one Age upon another, 
ind from Fathers upon their Poſterity: and ſo the 
ſudgments of God move like ſome Rivers with a 
ecret Stream; running as it were under ground for 
long ſpace, and then burſting out at a diſtance in 
znother Generation. Which is not unjuſt in God; 
hecauſe he puniſheth no Sinner beyond his demerits, 
though he may take the impulſive Cauſe and outward 
lucement of his Viſitation from a remoter Source: 
ind ſo he led the Fews into Babylon for the Sins of Jer. 15: 4. 
Hanaſſeh, who was dead long before; and he finally 
teftroy'd Jeruſalem for crucifying the Lord of Life, 
when probably all the Acceſſaries to it were un- 
liturb'd in their Graves, and could not feel the 
>&& of their own Imprecation, His blood be on us, Mat. 27. 25. 
and on our Children, The Queſtion then with God 
iu viſiting of Nations is not this, When was the Sin 
ummitted ? but, Hom hath it been Repented of ? and, 
What Atonement hath been made for it? and unleſs an 
Account be given hereof, there can be no ſaying, 
hurely the bitterneſs of death is paſt, For God's Juſtice 1 Sam. 35. 22 
muſt always be ſatisſy d, before there can be a releaſe 
rom Death: and Gilt unforgiven is as eternal as 
the Flames which are to puniſh it. When therefore 
Gods Spirit hath been ſtriving with a People, and w Gen. 6. 3 
hat 
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Mat. 23. 32. 


Rev. 2. $. 


Fxod. 25. 31. 


amendment; and yet ſees his Long-ſuffering and 


hath long reſpited Vengeance ia hopes of this 


Goodnels abus'd ; and that inſtead of turning tg 
him, they fill up the meaſure of their iniquities ; "tis 
uſual with him to proceed to the Decree of Exciſon 
as he did with the Old World; as he did with dom 
as he did with the Amorites; and as he did at laſt with 
his own Inheritance. To the ſame tendency is that 
Commination to the Church of Epheſas ; I will cone | 
unto thee quickly, that is, with a Vindictive Intention, 
and will remove thy candleſtick out of his place, that ig 
develt thee of the Privileges of a Cyriſtian Church, 
and withdraw my Graces from thee, and the bright. 
neſs of the Goſpel, except thou repent. Perhaps tte 
repreſenting of a Church under the figure of a Gol: 
Candleſtick, might be in alluſion to that ſacred Ca. 
dleſtick of pure Gold appointed by God in the Taber- 
nacle : and tis very fit for us to obſerve, that the 
Church, to which this kind Advice is given by Chr:f, 
did wiſely comply with it, and thereupon continu'd 
for ſome Ages in much Glory and Peace; though now 
*tis extinguiſh'd with the reſt of the Seven Churches 
of Aſia, whoſe Candleſticks are in a manner remov'd 
out of their places, for a Warning to other Chri/t:an 
Churches that will not repent. 


IX. A 24. Cauſe of God's removing his 4r4, is the 
Contempt of Divine Truth, and the Undervaluing of 
Reveal d Religion, and of the Holy Scriptures : And 
when we treat them with Scora and Niceneſs, or 
(which amounts to the ſame Affront) with Sceprics/ 
Pride and Curioſity ; when we diſpute againſt their 


Inſpiration, and repreſent it as an indifferent mat. 
| ae ter 
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et to believe them or not, to be of this or that Reli- 

gion, or of none at all; tis juſt with God to deprive 

1s of them, and not to caſt pearls before ſwine that will Mat. 7. 6. 

nample them under their feet. No Monarch will en- 

lire the deſpiſing of his Royal Proclamations : and 

we cannot think that God is leſs jealous for his Holy 

ard. The Tables of the Law were kept in the Ark, 

o intimate what value God was pleas'd to ſtamp 

upon them: and by his appointment every King was 

to write for himſelf « Copy of the Law, and to read it Deut. 17. 18, 

carefully, to the end (faith Moſes) that he may prolong 5 

bis days in the kingdom : and when one of theſe Books 

was accidentally found under Joſiab, he expreſſeth all 

the Reverence for it that could poſſibly be; and Great 2 king 22. 13. 

(faith he) 2s the wrath of the Lord that is kindled a- 

rainſt us, becanſe our Fathers have not hearkened unto 

th: words of this Book. The locking up of the Scri- 

tures, and taking away from the People the key of Luke 11. 52, 

knowledge, may equally deſerve the Anger of God: 

and poſſibly by his infliction, the other Corruptions 

of Rome are owing to this, aad have made it doubtful 

whether that governing Church be Chriſtian or Anti- 

riſtian. And I fear, the Reformation, by opening 

the Scriptures, hath not ſecur'd them from contempt : 

for how can their Authority ſtand, when one objects 

wainſt their Style, and want of Eloquence ; and ano- 

ther againſt their diſagreement with Syſtems of Phi- 

blophy, and new Theorzes of the Creation ; and ano- 

ther afſerts,that They were adapted to the falſe Notions 

if a mean People condemn'd to Morter, and uncapable of 

Iuth; and another, That they were not written by the 

luidance of the Holy Ghoſt ; and another, That they 

vicover no Myſteries, no more than what * 
Malter 
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AR. 7. 38. 


1 Sam. 2. 29. 


Jer. 7. 12. 


Pſal. 78. 60. 


Maſter of; and another, That the knowledge of 
them is not xece(ſary to Salvation? Is not this dari 
way of unſettling Revelation one of the Publick 5 
which this Day excites us to the bewailing of ? And 
doth it not become the Zeal of this Audience to eſed 
the Spirit of Innovation and Infidelity, and to reſene 


the Word of God, and the Oracles of Life ? 75 
gn 

X. A 34. Cauſe of God's withdrawing hi 1 
and his 4rk from a People, is the er * 
Worſhip : and this was the flagrant Enormity which 4 
made it a Spoil to the Enemies of God under E!/; nh 
Adminiſtration : the kicking at the Sacrifices of God _ 
was clarg'd upon him; and where they do not 124 
atone, they leave an acceſſion of Guilt. And ſo re. yo 
markable was God's Severity in his Caſe, that he 15 
diſplays it as a Pattern after many Ages; Go ye now Abe 
wato my place which was in Shiloh, where I ſet my nam ac: 
at the firſt, and ſee what I did to it, for the wickeants o* 
of my people Iſrael : that is, God forſook his Tabernaclt 4 
here, and the Ark never return d thither again. And nt 
truly when a Church doth as it were excommunioate * 
it ſelf, by COFrupring God's Worſhip, and polluting a {rn 
his Sanctuary; tis no wonder if he ſhuts it up and , 8 
takes away his Candleſtick, for being defiled with / (a 
unhallowed Tapers, and filling his Temple with 4 
Stench. To ſerve. God acceptably the Offerer mult * 
be ſiacere, and the Offering commanded by him: And by 
therefore when his Worſhip: is defecrated by fond * 
Inventions, or. by common Hypocriſy and Formality ; 7 | 
and when the Vices of a Nation are brought into bs 
the Houſe of God; he may: juſtly diſdain the te. Wi uy 
ceiving from it any more Oblations. The Calves of kno 


Jeroboam 
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feroboam exterminated the Ten Tribes; and Judah was 
tiven from her Holy Places for the Pollutions of them: 
ind whoever is the great Antichriſt, tis one of his 
Characters, That he ſitteth in the Temple of God. 2 Thel. 2. 4. 


XI. athly, Diviſions and Contentions about Reli- 
hun are another Cauſe of Deſolation to it: and if 
i Kingdom divided againſt it ſelf cannot ſt and, neither Mat. 12. 25. 
an a Church. How famous were the Churches of 
gik in the moſt flouriſhing times of Chriſtianity ? 
1nd how many eminent Laminaries have they pro- 
tuc'd? and yet they are now overſpread with Maho- 
nt4z Darkneſs : and how 1adiſcernible are the foot- 
ſeps of their ancient Glory? And of this aſtoniſhing 
Change, and diſmal Apoſtacy, I believe the Separation 
ofthe Donatiſts was the primary and molt fatal cauſe. 
Peace, and Charity, and Mutual Communion are 
the Original Conditions of the Chriſtian Church; 
nd if *tis mangled and disjointed, 'tis not properly 
that Body of which our Saviour is the Head : and 
therefore Schiſms do even inflict their own Puniſh- 
ment, and deprive Men of the benefits of Religion, 
s well as incline God to do it in a Judicial way. 
If (faith St. Paul) ye bite and devour one another, take G1... 15. 
hed that ye be not conſumed one of another ; and lo the 
gers actually were, in the final Devaſtation of the 
City and Temple, which was haſten'd more by the 
Fictions within the Walls, than by the Roman Army 
without, And 1 am afraid, the Declenſion of the 
Proteſtant Strength (which for the /aft Century hath 
deen miſerably ſinking) hath not riſen ſo much from 
ward Perſecution, (though that hath been very 
Ynguinary ) as from the unhappy D#ferences. of 
| D thoſe 
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Mat. 21. 43» 


ſhall be taken from you, and given to a nation bringing 


ks | 
have 


I wil 


thoſe that pretended to march under the {ame 
Standard : And that they will be too feeble for the 
Common Enemy, (who is caſting 4 flood out of Ji 
mouth) without ſtricter Bonds of Spiritual Vyjqy 
among themſelves. 


XII. Laſtly, The Abuſe of the Means of Salvation 
and Unfruitfulneſs under them, doth often provoke 
God to withdraw them: And *tis what our Loy, 
threatens to his own People, The kingdom: of Gol, 
(that is, the Goſpel, with the rich Privileges of it) 


X 
(ron 
nece 
15 W 
our 
diſhe 
God? 
fript 
in N 
Lead 
thee r 
Hub 
it ſel 
had g 
lence 
preſer 
truſt | 
had t. 
But | 
and le 
Foes | 
gerou 


forth the fruits thereof. To this effect the Parable, 
which hath been ſet before us this Morning, is worthy 
to be reviewed: God planted in his vineyard 4 fg. tte, 
(that is, the Fewiſb Nation) and waited for the fruits 
of it: and after ſome years finding none, Cut it down, 
(faith he) why cumbreth it the ground? But the dreſſer 
of it (that is, poſſibly the Son of God, or one of his 
Miniſters ) intercedes for a little reſpit; Lord, let it 
alone this year alſo, till I have ſpent more pains about 
it; And M it bear fruit, well: and if not, then after 
that thou ſhalt cut it down. From whence we may 
perceive what Improvement God expects from us, 
and how diligent we ought to be 1a doing good : He 
bath condeſcended to cultivate us with much indultry, 


and with-holds nothing that might make us to flouri!n, Wl princi 
and hath encompaſs'd us with all the furtherances to idmiſ 
Salvation; but if we are barrez, and deceitful to him, WF Our he 
and defeat the utmoſt trials of his Patience, there can G 
be no place for us any longer in God's Vineyard. And that 2 
certainly, when God viſits a Nation for Mercies ut 8 b 
and to 


improv'd, and for flighting his Word and Sacrament 
is 


—— 
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me tis Execution will be very terrible: To only (ſaith he ) Lines 3. 2. 
the have I known of all the families of the earth; therefore 


his [ will puniſh you for all your iniquities. 
108 
XIII. And now to conclude with ſome Isert neo, 

from what hath been ſaid: Firſt, Conſidering how 
ion, WY neceſſary to us God's Protection is, let us ſecure it 
oke ss well as we can, and be careful not to unqualific 
our ſelves for it. And if our unworthineſs of it 
704, i diſheartens us, let us do as the 1/raelites did, upon 
it) WY God's refuſal to go with them: they mourned, and Tod. 3.4. 
nr themſelves of their ornaments, and were aſſiduous 6, 
ble, n Humiliation and Prayer; till God aſſured their 
thy Leader, My preſence ſhall go with thee, and I will give 14. 
tree, e reſt. Tis all one to God, to protect us by viſible 
uns Hynbols, or without them; and accordingly the Ar- 
aun, it ſelf was conſum'd at laſt, and the * Second Temple * Burrorſ. rift 
«(cr WW 11d aothing in lieu of it, but only for a time the Pre- . © 22 
f hs {ence of Chriſt: and therefore as long as God is 
et it preſent with us, and attends to our Prayers, we may 
bout WW truſt in him with as much confidence, as if we till 
after lad that outward Glory in which he anciently appear'd. 
may but let our Repentance prepare us for this Bleſſing ; 
ad let us be early in quelling our National Sins, the 
He Fors that luck within our gates, and are moſt dan- 
(try, a gcrous to us: for otherwiſe they will intercept our 
ri, principal Aid, and hinder our Prayers from having 
es 108 admiſſion to God, and God himſelf from coming to 
him, our help: and then what can be the Event, but that 
can e Glory will depart from us? What the Sins are 
And that are moſt obſtructive to our Publick Peace, *cis 


the buſineſs of the Day to enquire impartially ; 


nd to diſpoſſeſs them (if it can be done) // Prayer Mat, 1+. 21. 
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and Faſting. And this may be obſerv'd, That the 
better Men are, the more they are griev'd for the 
ublick Corruptions, and are more ſenſible of them 
than others that live within the Infection; as ns 
that dwells in an Hoſpital among Diſcaſes is not H 
quickly offended with unhealthful Steams, as he that 
comes out of a pure and untainted Air, There i; 
indeed among us ſuch an odd mixture of Her 
with Prophaneneſs ; of Spiritual Sins with Carnal ln. 
purities ; of over-doing in Scruples with making 10 
4 Conſcience of any thing: of contending about Forms 
with deſpiſing of all Worſhip ; and of a counterſeit Ti 
with bold 1rreligion ; that 'tis not ſoon diſcernible 
1 where we are to begin in reforming our ſelves. But 
1 this is a certain Rule, That every Man is to begin with 
1 himfelf : and tis our duty and wiſdom (as we expect 

the favour of God ) not to delay this Work, And 

therefore to apply in a moral ſence what Moſes (aid 
Exod, 32. 29. Upon the occaſion of the Golden Calf; let us conſecrate 


| our ſelves to day to the Lord, every man upon his Com- 
| panion and Friend, upon his familiar Luſts, and 
4 darling Vices ; that he may beſtow upon us a blejing 
4 this day. 


XIV. Secondly, Conſidering that the great Felicity 
| of a Nation is to have the True Religion eſtabliſlid 
4 in it, let us put a grateful Value upon the Communion 
| of our Church; and bleſs God for the ineſtimable 
j * Eccleſſam Advantages of it; and improve them fo well as to 
babes in tuis procure the continual Preſervation of them. From 
| =. 1oon T6 Foreign Churches * it hath not wanted ample and 
1 rentis quandam juſt Applauſe ; and they have made it their Com. 
l — fyen mon Sanctuary in the times of Diſtreſs : and 3 | 
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found equal Juſtice at home, it might have been a pits accedar, 
tronger Bulwark to the Reform d Religion, and plac'd ; in- 


ter vel exceſſu, 


above the preſent Danger of a Confederacy againſt ve! . 


ji, For thoſe Churches we are now praying, 


as e , medium 


well as for our ſclves; the ſame Faith uniting us, u „ 


Cu noderg- 


i; well as the ſame Peril : And as to other Matters, tie he pri. 


Aude. Reſp. ad Molin. Epiſt. I, 


Id Aimus, wt palam ft, & in 
wee, cam eſſe apud nos Politeia 

1m, qua quam proxime accedat 
u mem, inſtitutumgque Eccleſia 

ſlice. Nec tamen fi neſtra di. 
iin ri ſit, inde ſequitur, vel quod 
fue ti ſalus non fit, vel quod ſtare 
wn peſt Eccleſia. Cacus ſit, qui 
wn videat ſtantcs ſine ea Eccleſias - 
peru ſit, qui ſalut em eis neget. 
Wy nen ſumus illi ferret : latum 
wer iſta diſcrimen poni mus. w 4 
teſe aliouid quod divini juris fit, 
(in extericre quidem regimine ) ut 
tamen ſwbſtet ſalus. Non eſt hoc 
lomare rem, melius illialiquid an- 
tepenere. Non eſt loc damnare veſtram 
Ecclefram, ad formam aliam yy teti 
etiquitati magis pl acuit, id eſt, ad 
ram revocare © ſed ubi Deus de. 
4, & res veſtra ferent. Id. Reſp. 
A ejuſd. Epiſt. IT, 


| Amos 6. 6. 
Ila. 44+ 26. 


Ezra 1. 1. 


, % un aſſecuta 
give me leave to add the I e Becleſra 4, 


of one of “ our Prelates, who glicana, ut it; 


was the great Ornament of his een 
9 \ . . FH ttat 
Age 5 Cum Ecclt ſiis omnibus Re- imvident, fene 


formatis honeſt ime cupio, id cu-· tame, e a/ja- 
a , 3 un c mara. 
alium, quam quem nobis largitus g4ntar laudgre : 


3 de inde, ut etiam 
eſt Deus, illis quoque largiatur, in remotiſſimis 
Let us then recommend all 7er. Poſitee Ec- 


of them to God's Powerful cleſiæ commus- 


none ungi 
Defence; and ſuch of them 77 ce. 


as are Perſecuted, to the Divine ime wpiane. 


; 1 If, Caſa b. E- 
Comforts : let us be gd pi N E 


for the affliftions of Joſeph, and cobu v. 
that may prevent our own : guid jucys. 


and let it be our Prayer, That God aius fuerit juam 
would ſay to the cities of Judah,Te ſhall be Eccleſia, ane 

built, and I will raiſe np the decayed places ſeu ditrinam 
thereof ; and that he would ftir up rhe /*arem, Jeu 


exteriorem Ec- 


ſpirit of a Cyrus, to gather all his Churches out of ce fa jen, 


fehco ævo, & proximis ſeculis ſimillima videatur? Voſſ. Epiſt. 43. 


Anglicanam ego 


Eeleſſam, exoticit, pravis, ſuperſtitioſis cultibus, error ibiſque aut 1mpiis, aut Per iculoſis 
eqegie ex ſcripturarum celeſtium normd purgatam, tot t4mque illuſtribus martyriis probatam, 
letale in Deum, in homines charitate, laudatiſſimiſque bonorum operum exemplis abundantem, 
lanſſumo doctiſimorum, ac ſapientiſſimorum virorum proventu jam d Reformationis principio ad 
bulierna iſſue tempara florentem, equidem eo qua debut loco, ac numero babui bacfe nis, 
« dm vixam, habebo, Teſtes meæ hujus de praſtantiſſimi illi Eccleſia exiſtimationis poſſem 
ladere non paucos, neque contemnendos viros. Dal, de Cult. Latin, 1. 2. c. 1. 


Captivity ; 
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Captivity ; and inveſt him with this Commiſſion, 
Iai. 48. 13. JI have raiſed him up in righteouſneſs, and I wil lire 
all his ways : he ſhall build my City, and he [hall let go 
my captives. And for our ſelves, the beſt Argument 
for our Communion will be to evince the Pre-eminence 
of it, by the Conſtancy of our Worſbip, and the 
Unblameablenels of our Deportment, and the Large 
neſs of our Charity: and then ſuch as ſpeak apainf 
1 Cor. 14. 25. Us Will be forc'd to confels, that God is in us of , 
i Pet. 2. 12. Fruth ; and may, by our good works which they 1 
behold, glorifie God in the day of viſitation. Particu- 
larly, let us of the Clergy demean our ſelves with 
that Piety and Devotion towards Goa, that Charity 
and Innocence towards all Men, that Obedience and 
Fidelity towards the Xing, that Dutifulneſs and 
Reſpect towards the Fathers of our Church, that 
Concord and Amity towards the Brethren of our 
Order, that Affection and Watchfulneſs towards the 
People committed to us, and that Tenderneſs and 
Compaſſion towards thoſe that are ſeduc d from us, 
which becomes our Body, and may tend to the Ho- 
nour and Support of that Excellent Church which 
we are conſecrated to the ſervice of. 
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XV. Thirdly, Conſidering how we ought to 
tremble in all the Perils of the Ark, let us (as we 
have been Praying) implore the Divine Grace, 
That we may ſeriouſly lay to heart the great Dangers 
we are in by our unhappy Divifions : and let us ask cur 
own Conſciences, Whether we have not delerv'd, 
that God ſhould take away his Goſpel from us? 
We may be allow'd to ſay, God forbid ; and ſo the 

Luke 20. 16. Jews did, when C hrifs told them, that God would | 
give | 


n N 1 


3 
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give his vineyard to others; and yet they drew the 
lireful Sentence upon themſelves. But what were 
the Eaſtern and African Churches deſerted for ? was 
t becauſs they had more Diſſentions, and wilder 
gectaries? Was it becauſe they more prophan'd the 
Worſhip of God, and more diſregarded his Holy 
Truth? was it becauſe they were more Impenitent 
for Publick Sins, and more Unfruitful under the 
Means of Grace? I fear, we have not leſs Guilt, 
though God's Severity hath been leſs upon us: And 
what can the reaſon of this diſparity be, but that 
the goodneſs of God leads us to repentance ? and O thou Rom. 2. 4. 
iflifed and toſſed Church, continue thou in this good- Iſai. 54. 11. 
ws ; otherwiſe thou alſo ſhalt be cut off. But what Rom. 11, 22, 
we we to do for the Security of the Ark ? we mult 
not touch it with unclean hands; and though *tis 
uttering, we muſt not hold it up without Authority: 
but let every Man within his own bounds contribute 
what he can towards the Reforming of the World, 
and the upholding of Religion. And if our Divi- 
fons and Quarrels endanger us, (as they certainly do) 
kt us enquire who hath kindled them? and if Men 
have done it, let us in meeknefs inſtrut# them better: 2 Tim. 2. 25, 
if it be God, let him (as David ſpeaks) accept an 1 Sam. 26. 19. 
ofering. All Men declare themſelves for Peace in 
Religion 3 but the Articles of it are the grand difh- 
cult /: and it cannot be laſting, if it be not founded 
upon Truth, or Charity ; if it doth not gain the 
Mind, or the Afﬀettions and while the ſeeds of 
Diſcord remain, *tis rather watching for an oppor- 
tunity of falling out, than laying down of Arms. 

There may be ſeeming Peace with inward Animo- 


ſties: but *tis as treacherous as Ice; a compacted 
Surface 
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VW 
Surface for the preſent, and the next change of Weg. 
ther breaks it in pieces. And truly our Doweſtich 
Differences have ſo weak a foundation in Conſcience, 
that 'tis the harder to tamper with them: and js 
Conſcience is not the wounded part, to apply $i. 
faction to it, is but laying of a Plaiſter at a diſtane: 


from the Sore, And when every Set hath been X 
heard againſt our Church, I am convinc'd. theſ we 
Four Aſſertions cannot be overthrown : 1%, That wutl 
our Church hath furniſh'd us with all the Helps ne- Eve 
ceſſary to Salvation: 2aly, That it impoleh no wer 
ſinful Terms of Communion, nothing to juſtifie Spa. Ane 
Seid g thor from it: 3dly, That * Epiſcopacy, and a and 
( nem Eccie- . . . 
lie eig te, ſettled I Liturgy, are very great Advantages to it: Fel 
77 everſionem qthly, That our Publick Prayers are the moſt EA. Wor 
5 ing Devotions that can be found in any Church. out 
pes, deberi pra. For thele very Prayers, and the Preſervation of ſuch in / 
%% Epiſcop> a Church, we cannot be too importunate before the tion 
rum doc trinæ, | 
7 irduſtrie. Tfrone of Grace: and if by Repentance we can of 1 
Molin, Ep. III. diſſipate the Cloud that hangs over it, and defend our but 
ad Epic in. Church by her own Devotions, *tis the nobleſt Em. Goc 
0rdinandi jus, ploy ment we can be upon. And Jet us then betake Em: 
quod Ap ſteli, 
M eorum adjutores exercuerant, ad Prafides trankit: & hoc eft, cur Epiſe pos Ai be 1 
ſucceſſores vocet Cyprianus, & alij. In EleRionibus ſepe waluere, quod de dem elf, han 
gratii aulæ, ſed ti) plebis, arcane rundinationes. At non pr pterea inter idit odinatl recc 
per Epiſcopos cuj-ſque temporis, ad illos ab Apoſtolis factos Epiſcopos ſcandent: aut i ali ubt 17 
11.tercidit, id vitum poſtes ſuna um eſt ab aliis Eccleſiis, Iegitimæ ordinationis tramitem 
retire ius. Ui ts ordo abruptus eſt, etiamſi in dogmatibus nibil eſſet culpe, minſſeſlum tion 
erat vit um Schiſmitis ; ut in Novati, & Donati parte. Reſuſcitent, qui volent, damnatim plo 
ab Eccleſid univer ſa Aerij dogma ; nunquam delebunt, novis lib is, veteris, C per amtes tea 
receyti moris memriam. Grot. Rive t. Apol. Diſcuſ. | bee! 
+ V.terem illam veſtram Liturgi em legi attentiſſimse. Eſt autem illa ſane talis, me? judict), Ant 
ut in multis delum were Chriſtianum incendere, & fidem efficaciſſime fovere ati na- full 
in aliis omni veneno vacet : wiverss, illibata religione, & non mod) fire co) ien ia 4 6 
vulneye, ſed etiam cum admodum memorabili pietatis fructu, celebrari, & pr poſt, 01 
Amy rald. Epiſt. ad R Carolum II. lo 
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our ſelves to the Advice in the Prophet; Come, my Ihi. 26. 25, 
people, enter thou into thy chambers, and ſhut thy doors 

about thee , and hide thy ſelf for 4 moment, (in 

Prayer and Humiliation ) until the indignation be 

over pat. 


Lower Houſe of Convocation. 


— 


XVI. Lafth, Let it be conſider'd, that thougl; 
we could be certain of having the Ark of God al ways 
with us; yet we ſhould not be nearer to Him, nor to 
Everlaſting Bliſs, unleſs our Adorations towards it 
were pure, and our Lives anſwerable thereunto. 
And let us thus maintain the Credit of our Church, 
and then the Luſtre of it will not be impair'd by any 
Filipſe, We think our Religion is the beſt in the 
World; and if it be ſo, let not thoſe that have a worſe 
outſtrip us in any. Vertue : let us ſtrive to excel them 
in Zeal and Integrity, in Peacefulneſs and Modera- 
tion, in Probity and Temperance, and in fruits 
of Piety and Mercy : and let all Contentions ceaſe, 
but only this, who ſhall be moſt forward in exalting 
God's Honour, and doing good to Mankind. If this 
Emulation grew warm among us, and God would 
be mov'd by our Supplications to take into his own 
n ef hands the Work of Reformation ; we might then 
— recover our Happineſs out of the Rubbiſh, and raiſe 
— a Temple of Peace that would laſt to many Genera- 
fein tions: we might then ſee the Completion of many 
3 plorious Prophecies, which hicherto ſeems to have 
been retarded by our Sins; and we might fee 
afici) Antichriſt aboliſh'd, and the Kingdom of Chr:/! in 
* full Splendour, and Right: ouſneſs coming down like Pal. 32. 5,7 
poſt, ſbovers that water the earth, and abundance of peace 
ſo long as the moon endureth. 1 fear, many will fav, 
our E. Fin 
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Numb, 24. 23-(in deſpair of fuch a Revolution) Alas, who {i 


Iſai. 11. 13. 


— Ver. 9. 
Plal. 8 5. 10. 


Rev. 21. 3. 


live when God doth this? But ſuch a Golden ge, 
tis above our preſent Hope, yet is not above off 
Faith, nor above our Prayers. Tis at leaſt in of 
own power (with the ordinary ſuccours of Divi 
Grace) to make the World much happier than it if 
and to open a New Age in ſuch a manner, as to aro 
for the Blemiſhes ot the La: and then Eph, 

would not envy Judah, nor Judah vex Ephraim; thi 
there would be mo hurting nor deſtroying in God's hl 
mountain; then mercy and truth would meet tozeth 
righteouſneſs and peace would kiſs each other ; and thi 
we might be prepar'd for hearing this great voice ¶ 
of heaven, Behold, the Tabernacle of God is with wal 
and he will dwell with them, and they ſhall be his p:opl 

and God himſelf ſhall be with them, and be their God. 
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